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Aerial Herbicide Spraying (Ecuador v. Colombia)
Extension of the time-limit for the filing of Colombia’s Rejoinder

THE HAGUE, 21 October 2011. The President of the International Court of Justice (ICJ),
principal judicial organ of the United Nations, has extended the time-limit for the filing of the
Rejoinder of the Republic of Colombia in the case concerning Aerial Herbicide Spraying
(Ecuador v. Colombia) from 1 December 2011 to 1 February 2012.
The subsequent procedure has been reserved for further decision.
The decision to extend the time-limit was made taking account of the views of the Parties.
In his Order of 19 October 2011, the President of the International Court of Justice pointed
out that, in a letter dated 6 October 2011 and received in the Registry on the same day, the Agent of
the Republic of Colombia had referred to “the time necessary to obtain the complete file of
documents obtained by Ecuador under the United States Freedom of Information Act (some of
which were tendered with the Reply)”, and had asked the Court, “[t]aking into account the
difficulties posed by the December holiday season, which will delay printing and proofing of the
Rejoinder until January”, to extend the time-limit for the filing of the Rejoinder of Colombia until
1 February 2012.
In the same Order, the President then pointed out that, on receipt of that letter, the Registrar
had transmitted a copy thereof to the Agent of the Republic of Ecuador who, by letter dated
18 October 2011 and received in the Registry on the same day, had indicated, inter alia, that his
Government had no objection to the extension of the time-limit for the filing of the Rejoinder, as
requested by the Republic of Colombia.
History of the proceedings
For a history of the proceedings, please consult the 2009-2010 Report of the Court
(paras. 158-164), available to download on the Court’s website (go to “The Court”/“Annual
Reports”/“2009-2010”). The full text of the Order made on 19 October 2011 will be available
shortly to download on the Court’s website (www.icj-cij.org) under the heading
“Cases”/“Contentious Cases”.
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